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 Many of you know that I am enrolled in a two year Spiritual Direc-
tion Practicum at Mercy Center in Madison which I will complete in April 
of this year. A Spiritual Director is someone who walks with another on 
their faith journey and helps them to see where it is that God is in their day-
to-day living (God moments!) and what it is that God might be urging them 
to see and hear and experience (God's nudging!).  I have had my own spiri-
tual director for a number of years and having a companion for my journey 
of faith has been rewarding and challenging! We begin each class with a 
prayer or a meditation and as we journey through this Lenten season to-
ward resurrection joy, I want  to share one of those meditations with you: 
 

Perspective 
As you travel a path toward a goal, 

A goal you deem worthy and essential, and  you suddenly hit a wall, 
What you do next depends on your perspective. 

The wall is a challenge and you climb. 
The wall is a failure and you dig a hole to crawl beneath. 

The wall is an obstacle, you bang your head. 
OR 

Upon the wall there is a sign which beckons you to detour. 
You turn your head sharply to the left and go another way. 

Perspective is the eyesight of your mind. 
It is how you choose to look at the world, events and possibilities. 

I have seen lives transformed when people make the choice 
To see things a different way. 

 
  May your journey of faith this Lent be filled with walls and sur-
prises and opportunities to see things in a different way even as you open 
yourself to all that God hopes and dreams  for you!  Lenten blessings and 
Easter joy to you all!! 
     Shalom,  
 

     ��������������������� ���
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    Before those first warm days of spring make you forget about high heating bills and cold, drafty 
rooms, ACT NOW and sign up for a Home Energy Solutions audit through CL&P.  You can’t go 
wrong.  As of this writing, the audits are being offered at only $25 (as against the normal $75).  There 
is no doubt that you will save those $25 in a matter of months, and after that, the savings just go on and 
on….. 
    Several of us have had these audits, and are immensely pleased.  The auditor not only detects where 
you are wasting energy, but best of all, the workmen fix them on the spot.  At our house, they checked 
for leaks using a fan temporarily installed at one of the outside doors, then caulked cracks we had never 
detected, installed door sweeps on several doors,  provided us with 14 compact fluorescent lamps and 
installed them where we wanted, gave us new low-flow faucet aerators, and a low-flow shower-head 
which we like better than the low-flow one we had installed several years ago.  They will insulate any 
hot water pipes needing it, and may wrap your hot water heater with an extra blanket of insulation. 
They also gave us one of those Kill-a-Watt plug-in power meters so that we could investigate where we 
were wasting electricity, and finally supplied us with rebate certificates in case we wanted to buy more 
efficient appliances.  What a bargain!!  And if you are in a low-income bracket, you may even qualify 
to receive a new high-efficiency refrigerator for free. 
    To arrange the audit, just call CL&P  (1-877-947-3873) or go on-line to 
 www.CTEnergyInfo.com. and click on the “Residential Resources” at  the left side of the screen.  Act 
now; the bargain price may not last. 
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 Our Confirmation class and some of their mentors are go-
ing to seminary!  On Saturday, March 27th, the class will be at-
tending a program from 2:00 to 6:00 at Hartford Seminary about 
Interfaith dialogues.  From the “course” description: “Faithful 
Christian discipleship today will be lived out in communities in 
which there are many other faith traditions.” 
 This afternoon is an opportunity for the confirmands and 
their advisors to meet, learn about, and be in conversation with 
Muslims and Jews, partners in the Abrahamic tradition.  Hartford 
Seminary, a school that specializes in interfaith dialogue, is part-
nering with the Connecticut Conference to provide an afternoon of 
exploration and discovery, concluding with a meal together.  This should be a fabulous experience!  
Ask us when we return!!!! 
 We also attended a service at the synagogue this past month and hope to go to the Islamic 
Association of Greater Hartford in Berlin later in the year.  Confirmation students this year are 
Sarah Pease (Chris Vermilya, mentor) Sean and Derek Manierre (Skip Weisenburger and Tim 
Napier, mentors),  Sten and Sena Spinella (Beau Doherty and Sheila Robida, mentors), and Bailey 
Steele (Lynne Pease, mentor).  
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 By now, every family who is registered (Pre-K through 8th grade) should 
have received (via email) an updated Sunday School Calendar of Events.  If you did 
not, or if you do not have an email address on record, please call Deb at 860-526-
2697 or email her @ ce.uniterchester@sbcglobal.net 

and one will be provided for you. 
 
  The children’s choir will practice for the first 15-20 minutes dur-
ing Sunday school on the following dates:  March 14, March 21, March 
28.  On Easter Sunday the children will be singing for us during worship 
service.  Please see Diane Adams, our Junior Choir Director, if you have 
any questions 
  If you have not received a take-home Lenten Daily Sticker Activity, please let Deb know and 
she will be ensure your child(ren) brings one home from Sunday school. 
 

CALLING  ALL PARISHONERS:   
 

 Haiti Kits  will be assembled by the church school children at the Lenten Dessert and Mission 
Program on March 7th.   Please check the poster in Fellowship Hall to see what has been collected and 
what may still be needed. 
 
  7th and 8th graders:  Would you like to have a youth group of your own?  The4th through 6th 
graders have been enjoying their GOD SQUAD time together. (And remember, some of you 6th graders 

will soon be 7th graders—wouldn’t you love for the fun to con-
tinue?)  Our 7th & 8th grade people have been meeting together with 
the 9th-12th grade young people, but it might be nice to get a 3rd 
group going now that the church has its Director of Christian Educa-
tion (i.e., me “DEB”). 
 
  If you, your friends from school, cousins, neighbors etc. are 
interested in getting your own personal group up and running, please 
let me know by email reply: ce.unitedchester@sbcglobal.net and 
just express your interest.  We can then set up a 1st group meeting to 
discuss a group mission statement, etc. We will also need some 

PARENTS and/or PARISHONERS as facilitators.  I look forward to receiving many replies of interest 
from my young friends soon! 

��������������������������������������������������������������������������	
 , DCE 
 

  A LOOK AHEAD: 
 

  April 4th:     Easter Sunday, Children’s Choir Sings, Multi-Age Activity 
  May 2nd:    Teacher’s Appreciation Breakfast during Church School 
                      ( “After Church Eggs,” home fries, fruit, bagels, juice) 

May 2nd:   Crop/Hunger Walk in Old Saybrook at 2:00 pm 
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WORSHIP FOR LENT AND EASTER, 2010 
  

Sunday March 7   Communion Sunday  
Scriptures: Isaiah 55:1–9   Psalm 63:1–8   1 Corinthians 10:1–13    Luke 13:1–9 

Sermon: “The Open Invitation”    Theme:  God invites us to journey home into God’s presence. 

 

 Sunday March 14   Guest Preacher 
 

 Sunday March 21 
Scriptures Isaiah 43:16–21   Psalm 126   Philippians 3:4b–14    John 12:1–8 

Sermon:  “Something New!”    Theme:  Being open to new “roads”  on the journey  
 “Gathering of the Clans Celebration” following worship  

 

 Sunday March 28  Palm and Passion Sunday  
Scriptures:  Luke 19:28–40   Isaiah 50:4–9a   Luke 22:14—23:56   Psalm 31:9–16  

Philippians 2:5–11  Luke 22:14—23:56 
Sermon:  “Journey into Jerusalem”…….. a dramatic presentation 

 

Thursday April 1   Maundy Thursday 
6:30  Pot Luck Dinner    7:30 Service of Communion and Tenebrae    

Maundy meaning a new Commandment:  Jesus said “I give you a new commandment, that you  
love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.” 

 

 Friday April 2  Good Friday  
 12:00 noon  Service The Passion of Jesus Christ  

   Music and Readings for quiet reflection and meditation 
12:30  -  3:00 Sanctuary open for quiet meditation 

 

 Sunday April 4  Easter Sunday  
Sunrise Service at Mount St. John’s  

10am Easter Service with Communion  
Scriptures:  Isaiah 65:17–25   John 20:1–18  

Psalm 118:1–2, 14–24   1 Corinthians 15:19–26 
Sermon: “The Promise of New Life”    

Theme: The journey is just beginning as the joy of Easter unfolds 
 

 

          Come to Eileen Sypher’s house, 264 West Main, Chester, the 
first Thursday of the month, at 3pm, to knit and pray together, to 
share our lives, to have tea!  Call her for more information:  860 526 
1975.  Our first gathering meeting will be March 4th. 
 

Lenten Poetry Reading Group Forming 
        Eileen Sypher will gather any of us who would like to meet two 
or three times during Lent to read and study some of the great poems 
about Christ’s passion.  Call her if you are interested in such a group 
at 860 526 1975. 
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LENTEN STUDY MATERIALS and BIBLES STUDIES  
 

A variety of Lenten study, prayer and activity materials are available in the narthex. 
 

Sunday Lenten Bible Study with Art Bradley 
“Hitch Your Wagon to a Star” on the teachings of Jesus, still has  four study/discussion sessions left: March 

7th, 14, 28 and April 1st.  They meet in the parlor Sunday mornings at 11:30 and everyone is welcome. 
 

Monday Lenten Bible Study with Pastor Kathy 
This group will be using the book “The Last Week” by Marcus J. Borg and John D. Crossan as a guide   
during Lent.  They meet in the parlor from noon to 1:30 each Monday.  Everyone is welcome to join in. 

 

    If you would like to contribute an Easter plant for the chancel area, 
          please fill out this form and return it to the church office. 
     The cost for each plant is $12.00 
     Checks should be made payable to The United Church of Chester. 

 Orders must be received by Sunday, March 28, 2009 
 
    (Please check one) 

������������������ Please take my plan to a shut-in. 
 
           ______________  I will pick up my plant after church on Easter Sunday, April 12th.   
 

   FROM: __________________________________________________________ 
 (Please print exactly as you would like it to appear in the bulletin). 

 

   IN MEMORY / CELEBRATION / HONOR OF:   ( Please circle one) 
 
             _______________________________________________________________ 
 
             _______________________________________________________________ 

  

A Lenten program of Dessert and Mission Opportunities 
 

Come and get information about opportunities for service and mission in our town and re-
gion. Our Sunday School age children will be putting together health and baby kits for 
Haiti as well as learning about other ways that they might help in our community.  Our 
Youth will be previewing opportunities for a Spring 2011 Mission trip.  Adults and youth 

will hear a speaker (at press time we are still negotiating!!) as well as view a variety of materials on 
mission opportunities!   Everyone will have an opportunity to enjoy wonderful desserts (even if you 
gave up dessert for Lent, Sundays are exempt!!) Put the date on your calendar and plan to at-
tend!!   Sunday March 7, 2010 6:30pm  
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 The United Church of Chester hosted close to 120 youth and adults from the churches  of Chester, Es-
sex, Deep River, Haddam, East Haddam and Higganum for the start of our Homeless Awareness Night on 
January 30! One of the coldest nights of the season! Great volunteers served soup, salad, bread and desserts. 
(Special thanks to Amy Conderino, Claudia Epright, Karli Gilbertson, Ed Sypher, Deb Dondzik, Brenda John-
son, Mike Baronowskus, Lol Fearon, Rick and Pat Holloway, Nancy and Will Clark, Dominique Bester, Deb-
orah Steele, and Ray Manierre.)  

 Lydia Brewster, of the CT Coalition to End Homelessness, and three formerly homeless folk then 
spoke to the whole group and answered questions.  They were honest and straightforward and gave everyone a 
realistic picture of what it is like to be homeless. I think they also shattered the stereo types that all homeless 
are bums who could get a job if they wanted one. They really showed the homeless to be fellow human be-
ings!  Lydia is also a part of the Middlesex County Coalition to end homelessness in ten years, an impressive 
group that has already made great strides.  
 
 We then divided the kids into 4 groups and they rotated between  Bible study, homeless facts and fig-
ures, small group discussion, and simulation games, and then we held a final worship before folks either went 
home or to their "sleepout" site. We had a group in Chester of 4-6 graders and parents (Lori Lawrie and Holly 
Doherty led the crew of Noah Lawrie, Jack and Cole Doherty, Sean and Bridget Monaghan, Geoffre Lavy, 
Dan Lachance, Gabe, Iliana, Anastasia and Maria Cusak, plus moms Ann Monaghna and Regina Mercedes.) 
who stayed until 11pm after attending the evening 
program and trying to sleep out for an hour or so 
in the cardboard-box village (yes, real cardboard 
boxes and lots of duct tape, specially engineered 
under the leadership of Jeff Lawrie, Beau Do-
herty, Mike Baronowskus and Skip Weisen-
burger!) that was created on the front lawn of the 
church. 19 junior and senior high youth and 8 
adults from the Chester and Essex churches then 
settled down in the cardboard boxes to sleep  out.  
    

An attentive group listening to the speakers 

  Staying warm around the fire 
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 We had a fire pit that adults rotated 
"staying up" by. Most of the group made it until 
about 4 or 5 am and then went into the church to 
sleep on the floor  It was about 8 degrees outside 
and about 58 inside (felt like heaven!)    
 
 We wanted to keep the simulation as real-
istic as possible. Though it was observed that 
most homeless folk were probably in some sort of 
a building on a night like Saturday!!  Three kids 
and one adult slept out the whole night!! That 
adult was NOT Pastor Kathy  BTW!! It was Skip 
Weisenburger who, along with Diane Adams, 
Kara Manierre, Kim Tiezzi, Tim Napier and Pas-

tor Kathy, weathered the cold! The local police stopped twice to check on us!    
 
 Church members then came and served our 
group breakfast. Folks also slept out in Deep River 
and  East Haddam, plus a group in Middletown and 
Middlefield. Our folks were overwhelmed by how 
much energy it took to try and keep warm. Not 
much sleeping happened. I think most of us have 
never been that uncomfortable. After breakfast Pas-
tor Kathy went into one of our rest rooms to change 
for church and was really struck by how it must be 
to have your belongings in a bag and only be able to 
wash up in a sink......by a window with flimsy cur-
tains that BTW looked out on a walkway up to the 
church.  It was humbling! 
 
 Special thanks to our Chester youth who 
stayed out: Jenna Tiezzi, Meghan Sticht, Bailey 
Steele, Derek and Sean Manierre, Sten and Sena Spinella, Randy Mudge, Greg Merola and Jordan Sack plus 
several of their friends and youth from the Essex UCC church.  Sarah Pease, along with Ian Johnson and 

Sarah Watson (Essex UCC) made it ALL  night 
long!      
 We also collected over 120 pounds of cloth-
ing and $175 was donated to the Eddy Shelter in 
Middletown.  Our Souper Bowl of Caring event on 
February 6-7 collected 275 pounds of food for the 
Chester Food Pantry and the Shoreline Pantries, and 
$350 was donated to the Shoreline Soup Kitchen 
and Pantries.   
 
 Thank you for your generosity!!!! 

  Bedded down in Box City 

       Box City 

Noah Lawrie and friends 



 

 

    
1st  -  Ben Forst 

2nd  -  Olivia Fales, Robert Blair, Jr. 
5th  -  Katherine Ritter, 

Christopher Ritter 
6th  -  Matthew Netsch, Hunter LaPlace 

7th  -  Claudia Epright 
11th  -  Matthew Caron 
12th  -  James Sypher 

13th  -  Josh Ierna 
15th  -  Diane Adams 
16th  -  Bill Heughins, 

Thomas Warner 
17th  -  Ruth Thayer, 

Rob Rimmer, Patrick Doyon 
19th  -  Liza Thayer 

20th  -  Coury Napier, 
Amy Weisenburger 
21st  -  Paul Melillo 

22nd  -  Alyssa Pasionek 
24th  -   Ken Dompier 

26th  -  Jon Lewis 
28th  -  Hazel Archambault, 

Jacob Warner 
29th  -  Kathy Pindar 

30th  -  Carmen Melillo 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO 
 

12th  -  Chris and Cliff Vermilya 
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 GOING, GOING . . . GONE! 

April 17th is the date for our 
13th Annual Consignment Auction.   

 

If you have goodies  
to donate—or con-

sign—please  
contact Paul Indorf 

(860-526-9058)  
or Tom Hansen (860-
526-4012).  They are 
co-chairmen of the 

event, while Stu Cadwell and Rob  
Rimmer are in charge of logistics—  
 better known as lugging and toting! 
They are most interested in antiques 

and collectibles, but check the sign on 
the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall for 

a complete listing of wanted items. 
If in doubt as to the sale value of  
something, give them a call.  The 

Women’s League will be providing  
delicious food. 
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ON DUTY FOR MARCH, 2010 
 
         Deacon of the Month: Judy Alvord         Coffee Hour:  Church Council 
                                    
         Usher of the Month:   Steve Merola             Communion Servers:  Jane Zanardi and Petru Bester 

                                                  

                              March Flowers:   
    
        March  7:  Diane Lindsay           March  14:   
            
        March  21:                               March 28:     Palm Sunday 
 
                                  

 

REMEMBERING OUR HOME BOUND  
 

 Esther Biagini - 1600 Hopmeadow Street, #110, Simsbury 06070 
Jane Carini  - at Village at South Farms,  645 Saybrook Road, Middletown 06457 

Flo Chalker  -  83 Main Street, East Haddam, 06423 
Mary & Merrill Faircloth  -  Chesterfields, 132 Main Street, Chester 06412 

Eleanor Gates  -  Aaron Manor, South Wig Hill, Chester 06412 
Irma Hallgren  -  11 Lakeview Avenue, Chester 06412 

Phyllis Marsh  -  Eagle Landing: 268 Middlesex Avenue, Chester 06412 
 

OTHERS WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS 
The Reverend Nancy Allen;  Janet Brown; Diane and Michael Capes;  

Sam Carbonneau;  Cody;  Bertha Eurich; Mary and Merrill Faircloth;  Russ Futrel;  
Judy Gange;  Barbara Germini;  Bob Gillis; The Reverend MJ Hinchliff;  Peg Hnilicka; 
Myrtle Jameson;  Charles Kevit;  Lisa Lawrie; Danielle Albee Marino; Lori Mordino;  

 Ken Murphy; Mary Nicholas;  Caroline O’Brien; Holl y Ridgway;  
Sheila; Anne and Jerry Whitney; Luane Winslow;  Ryan York. 

 

SAY A SPECIAL PRAYER FOR 
David Finnerty, Jay Frey, Dennis Harris, Jim Sypher, Dan Tranowicz 

 and Zachary Tyminski  and all our courageous Americans serving in the military 

                                                 A Light for Peace!  
We at the United Church of Chester will keep a candle lit in the window of the church as a 
reminder to pray for peace and to pray for our men and women in the service. Won’t you keep 
a candle lit in your home until there is peace?  Candles are available in the narthex and in Fel-
lowship Hall. Please light a candle for peace!   
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Everyone who attends will be eligible  
for a drawing to win twenty five greenbacks 

for the charity of his or her choice! 
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$25 in the winner’s name to be given to the charity of their choice. 
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Youth who think they have fast feet will all be put together in an open division to do a thirty-

second Irish jig.  (Prizes for 1st through 3rd place and an award for best effort.) 
 

�������	���"�-���������	���-����*-����
���������	���"�-���������	���-����*-����
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Our leprechaun thinks he is faster than you are.  Are you a 1st through 3rd grader 

who has what it takes to chase him down?  Leprechauns are known to throw gold coins and 
trinkets to keep you from catching them!  (One trinket will be worth $25.) 

 
��)�-��������	�+��)�-��������	�+��)�-��������	�+��)�-��������	�+ ����

If you haven’t already contacted Beau Doherty to see where he can use some help,  
now would be a good time to do so.  You can reach him at 860-526-4950. 
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 The Silver Lake Conference Center Summer 
brochure is now available in Fellowship Hall or on line at 
ctucc.org.  Pastor Kathy will be there the week of July 
25-31 doing a 5th and 6th grade conference, “Pirates of 
the Carabiner!”  Our own Dominique Bester will be on 
staff once again this summer.  Conference are available 
for those going into 4th through 12th grade, plus there are 
opportunities for youth over age 16 to be counselors.  It is 
very reasonably priced for an overnight camp and there is 

scholarship help available.  See Pastor Kathy for more information. 
 
 United Church of Christ Heroes and Heroines:  Look on the bulletin board in Fellowship 
Hall for our monthly “Person of Interest” in the history of the UCC.  Our United Church of Christ has a 
rich history and one of the ways that the CT Conference of the UCC has honored these folks is to name 
the new cabins at Silver Lake Conference Center after them!  Wonderful posters were produced for 
each and we have a set of those posters.  Each month a new person will be featured on the bulletin 
board and in the Uniter as a way to brush on our UCC history.   
 
 This month we feature HORACE BUSHNELL  (yes, of Bushnell Park fame!).  Born in Ban-
tam, Connecticut in 1802, Bushnell went to Yale and was a teacher and lawyer for many years until he 
felt compelled to seek ordination as a Congregational minister.  Her served the then North Church on 
Main Street in Hartford and was known for his inspiriting speeches and progressive theology, and is 
regarded by some as the most influential theologian of the 19th century.  He was known as well for de-
fending the rights of children and for promoting their education, especially in the church.  Horace 
Bushnell, a hero of our UCC heritage. 

PURPLE “NO COMPLAINT” BRACELETS (along with instruc tions) ARE STILL AVAILABLE  
IN THE NARTHEX OR BY STOPPING IN TO THE CHURCH OFFI CE.   

      Please come to the Essex Congregational 
Church on Saturday, March 7th at 7:00 pm.  
This concert will feature choirs from the 
United Churches of Christ from Essex, West-
brook and Chester and will benefit Haitian 
Relief. 

 
    
Bring along a family-
size dish to share, your 
own plates, cups, uten-
sils, and drinks to the 
Pot Luck and Game 
Nights scheduled for 
March 13th and 27th.  
The eating will begin at 
6:00 and the playing at 
about 6:30.  Don’t forget 
to bring your favorite 
game(s)! 
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There’s a team going to the Domincan Republic in July and here’s what they need: 
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 No prescription meds can be accepted.  
Unopened sample packs from your physician can be taken to the DR, but only specific kinds of medicines 

are needed and can be used.  Check expiration dates. 
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Generic Tums    Generic Tylenol (acetaminophen; infant drops are avail. for $1.99 -$2.99 at Target) 

Generic Motrin (Ibuprofen; children’s, too)   Generic Aleve (Naproxen) 
Antibiotic Ointments and Creams  (regular size and small packets)  

Vaginal Yeast Infection Treatments     
Multivitamins for Adults; Pregnancy;  Children (chewables/not gummys)  Infants (drops) 

 Generic Anti-fungal Creams,     Pregnancy-tests (Dollar Store!) & Condoms 
Soap (hotel size) toothbrushes, small toothpaste, band aids 

�

 ��������������������������������� ����
Tee Shirts in nearly-new condition (no stains, no rips, no offensive logos) 

      Long light-weight kkirts w/elastic waists    Stylish tops for young women and teens 
      Long-sleeved button-down shirts for men     Trousers for men 

     Summer clothing for children and infants    Baseball caps or visors in good condition 
    Flip Flops in all sizes - put an elastic band around each pair.�

 �Eye glasses, reading glasses, sun glasses, glass cases 
 

 �������������������������������������������� �
 ��� pencils     6” rulers     crayons     paper     erasers     pencil sharpeners    stickers 

colored pencils     colored pipe cleaners    glue sticks    coloring books 
 ������������� . Zip-lock gallon and sandwich or snack size bags 

      

  

GOT SM��� � ��� � ��� � ��� � ? 
 It’s time again for the annual Leonora Hays Arts Award.  The prize is $1000 and it will go 
to the best young artist (in grade 7 through 12) whose families are participants at any one of the 
three religious organizations in Chester.  All forms of artistic expression in any medium are eligi-
ble, and artwork need not have a religious theme.   The winner independently chooses how to 
spend the award money to grow his or her art.  Last year, our own Petru Bester was the winner!   

 The deadline for entering the contest is April 1, 2010.  Applications are available in the 
office.  The winner will be announced sometime in early April. 


