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THE UNITER  
Monthly Newsletter from United Church of Chester 

An Open and Affirming Church 

P.O. Box 383, West Main Street, Chester, CT 06412 

(860) 526-2697     Fax (860) 526-3547 

The Reverend Kathleen Peters, Minister 

unitedchester@sbcglobal.net  www.chesterucc.org 
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 You may have figured out that An Altar in the World by 
Barbara Brown Taylor has become one of my favorite books!  I 
give you two pearls of her wisdom as my summer "charge" to 
you.  

 First of all (and I read this after my summer..."take time to 
sit on the porch sermon") Brown declares "In the eyes of the 
world , there is no pay off for sitting on the porch. In the eyes of 
the true God, the porch is imperative- not every now and then but 
on a regular basis." (p. 133) We need to take time for rest and re-
creation.  God rested on the seventh day and we would do well to 
do the same. Summer time can be that time when we allow our-
selves (and our children!) to get off the treadmill a bit and enjoy 
some family time, some quiet time, some turn off all the electron-
ics time!  

 Secondly "stay tuned to the grace of physical labor" (p.146) 
 and be open to the everyday activities being an opportunity for 
prayer and to be in the presence of the holy.  "If all life is holy, 
then anything that sustains life has holy dimensions too." (p. 151) 
Whether you are vacuuming, mowing the lawn, digging in the 
garden, washing dishes, cleaning toilets, or hanging  clothes on 
the line ("Hanging laundry on the line offers you a  chance to fly 
prayer flags disguised as bath towels and underwear." p. 151), 
open yourself to God in your midst.  Give your children opportu-
nities to enjoy the "grace of physical labor" too! 

 So  enjoy the everyday "labor" of life, see the holy in all 
that you do and in between times...sit on the porch and rest! 

May you enjoy all the blessings that summer can bring!   

     Shalom, ������ �
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!��� ����"���+���� �������(� � 
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"������ �� ��$�� ��� ���'$� .!�� .����� +�� .������� ��� ���� �� ��
	������ ��� �.�� �!�$� ����(� � This is an easy—but important— 
ministry of hospitality.  Please sign up in Fellowship Hall, email 
the church office (unitedchester@sbcglobal.net) or call 860-526-
2697 to add your name to the list. 
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FROM THE GREEN TEAM 

 

Fuel Oil:  We put up internal storm windows in Fellowship Hall (last week of October 2008) and 
in the Sanctuary (mid-January 2009) permanent storm windows during the summer in 2009.    
The increased comfort level due to these and to the insulation is very noticeable.  Comparing the 
actual fuel use data for the September through March periods for the past few years we get: 

July 2006 through Mar 2007      3418 gallons  (4969 heating degree days*) 

July  2007 through Mar 2008:    3279 gallons  (4910 heating degree days) 

July  2008 through Mar 2009:    3095 gallons.  (4948 heating degree days) 

  July 2009 through March 2010     2565 gallons  (5089 heating degree days) 
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Source: http://www.worldclimate.com/cgi-bin/grid.pl?gr=n41w072 

The number of “heating degree days” is a way of measuring how cold a heating season is.  A de-
gree day is how many degrees the average temperature for each day is below a standard refer-
ence temperature of 65 degrees Fahrenheit.  (I used the data for the entire state of Connecticut;  
if I had used data for only the coastal region, it might have been slightly less severe, but not 
much.) 

 This experiment at the church shows how important insulating and sealing leaks (and keeping 
doors closed, of course) is for reducing our dependence on oil.   Think about your own house or 
workplace.  Have you signed up for the “Home Energy Audit” through CL&P?  Those who have 
had the audit report amazing success!!! 

        ����������	
�����������	
�����������	
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�� ���

UCC Heating Oil Use
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�  Children are born believers…. some of the best conversations I have heard were from kinder-
gartners and first grade students during writer’s workshop or during their favorite time of the day; 
snack time! 

 Discussions at this age often center on Heaven.  Some children wonder if their favorite pet is 
now in heaven, and if he is being taken care of by a loving grandparent, or even a parent who had 
passed away.  Some wonder if angels really do have wings, others wonder if angels get hungry.  Of 
course, the discussion then further lends itself to whether one even needs to eat if you have gone to 
heaven. 

 By this time you will have some children asking one another, “Where is Heaven?” “Is it in the 
clouds?”  “Do you float or fly up to heaven?”  “What is a Spirit, why can’t you see a Spirit?” 

 This thought process is a developmental stage of their development.  What this means to me is, 
curiosity about God and Heaven is somewhat innate. If my theory were accurate, this would mean 
then that the seed has already been planted in children, and all we need to do is nurture and encourage 
spirituality to grow. 

 For just this one reason, children need to be introduced to faith and prayer.  It can be done in 
the midst of a family having bedtime rituals.  It can be accomplished by providing children a spiritual 
grounding by participating in organized religious activity.  As children grow older, youth groups help 
young adults to explore and express ideas, and maybe even let go of frustrations that they are dealing 
with in other areas of their life. 

 Involvement in church and religious activity provides a social center for all ages.  It is a place 
where children can openly debate issues of spirituality, as well as Real World concerns, build charac-
ter, learn social skills and blossom into human beings who not only value their self for who they are 
individually, but who have also grown to know the importance of working for the greater good. 

PRAISING GOD 
All the angels dance and sing,   Gifts of song to God they bring; 

Praising God who made the earth,  Praising God who gave us birth. 

          (based on Psalm 148) 
 
         ���������	
���������	
���������	
���������	
 , DCE 
          See you in September! 
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JULY  

 

2nd  -  Peter Trabucchi, Robert Hart 

3rd  -  Hailey Gilbert,  

Dmitri Yenovich 

6th  -  Joan Williams 

9th  -  Lori Lawrie 

10th  -  Natalie Caron 

13th  -  Sean Manierre, 

Derek Manierre 

15th  -  Charles Schondorf 

16th  -  Dylan LaPlace 

19th  -  Dan Bernier 

20th  -  Kathy Peters 

22nd  -  Henry Herman 

23rd  -  Shannon Maxwell, 

Brenda Johnson 

24th  -  Judy Schondorf 

25th  -  Toni Smith 

26th  -  Lynne Pease 

28th  -  Bailey Steele 

29th  -  Randolph Netsch 

30th  -  Dottie & Bill Heughins  

31st  -  Loretta Cecchini 

�

AUGUST  

 

1st  -  Kim Tiezzi, Tina Caron 

3rd  -  Kim Just, Fernando Angell 

5th  -  Claudia Dalterio 

6th  -  Marie Ready, Sena Spinella, Carly 
Melillo 

7th  -  Katelynn Maxwell 

11th  -  Sarah Peters, Noah Lawrie 

12th  -  Guy Frechette 

15th  -  Art Bradley 

18th  -  Brandon Amara 

19th  -  Gene Robida 

19th - Joann Zamparo & Rob Rimmer  

20th  -  Krysta Pindar 

21st  -  Diane Adams & Jeff Sack  

23rd  -  Margie & Al Warner  

24th  -  Debbie and Ed Lynde  

27th  -  Keenan Pindar, III, Briar Rosales 

27th  -  Tina & Jeff Caron  

29th  -  Dick Newell 

30th  -  Betty Cruckshank 

31st  -  Cara Petrus, Chris Manierre 



�

�

���������	
��9
�������� #� �!1�# " ������������������������������������������������@�

" . .4 "�1-��!"���. �4�!1' �

 Esther Biagini - 1600 Hopmeadow Street, #110, Simsbury 06070 

Flo Chalker  -  83 Main Street, East Haddam, 06423 

Mary and Merrill Faircloth  -  Chesterfields, 132 Main Street, Chester 06412 

Eleanor Gates  - Aaron Manor, South Wig Hill, Chester 06412 

Irma Hallgren  - Aaron Manor, South Wig Hill, Chester 06412 

Phyllis Marsh  -  Eagle Landing: 268 Middlesex Avenue, Chester 06412 

Don Stiffle  - 36 Kings Highway,  Chester, 526-5514�

�#� "������1  '��!"�3"�5 "� �
 The Reverend Nancy Allen; Janet Brown;  Diane and Michael Capes;  the Carbonneau family;  

Cody; Don Flaherty;  Russ Futrel; Barbara Germini; Bob Gillis;  Todd Haskins; 

The Reverend MJ Hinchliff; Peg Hnilicka; Myrtle Jameson; Charles Kevit; 

 Danielle Marino;  Ken Murphy;  Mary Nicholas;  Car oline O’Brien;  

Chic Phillips; Bev and Ed Posusney;  Sheila; Pete Smith; Ryan York. 
�

��5����3 ���2�3"�5 "���" �
David Finnerty, Jay Frey, Dennis Harris, Amy Sizer, Dan Tarnowicz, 

Zachary Tyminski  and all our courageous Americans serving in the military 

�  

 

ON DUTY FOR JULY  

            DEACON: Diane Lindsay  

USHER:   Joe Forst       

COMMUNION SERVER:   Diane Adams 
 

   

FLOWERS FOR JULY �

0����;� ��3��������� �

0������� �� �������������� ������������������������� �

�0�����@ ����� �#���!� ���������������������� �
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ON DUTY FOR AUGUST  

DEACON:  

USHER:  Stuart Cadwell 

COMMUNION SERVERS: 
 

FLOWERS FOR AUGUST 

                                 August 1:    Marie Ready                                       
C��

��/��*�@� ����������������������������

��/��*��B� �

������������������/��*�AA� ��� 	�#!���A�	�#!�� ����

��/��*�A% ������
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READERS WANTED 

����

 � ������� ���	
� 	��� �	���� ��
���� ���
��� ������ ��� �	�� ������ �
� �������� ������
���
��� ������ ������ ����������� � �	��  ����
�
������ !�"�
� #��"
� �	���"#	�
� ��$�
��� ���
���� ������� ���	
� 	���%"����� ��� ������� �&��
'������� �	�� (������ )	"��	� ��� )	������
����� #��	��� ���	� *�*���� ��� ���	� !	���*�
!
��#�#"�� ���� �� ���+�����"������ ��� �	����
)"
�������� ��
�,��#� �������������-�����
'������ .������ � �	��� ���+/� �	��	� �����������
�	�� ����������� �	��� ���� 
������ ����*�+�/�
����� ��� �� 
���� ��� �� ���0����� ���+� ����"�0
����� ������ ��	��"���� ���� �	�� ������ � �	����
�������+��*�+��#������"**���������# �

�!.. "���"���3��1'��!.. "�����  ���!" �
�����
�<	
��
�������������������
��	�/��*���������� 	����������	
�
�/�����

��
�	����
�����
**����
/�*�
����
�
�����
�����
**�� ���	
*�
�����*��
��
����<�������$
�
������
������
��
����
����
��<���	�������*��
���
 ��<	
��
���������*�++�����
$

�����������*
�
*����/�����
�������*�*������)�	+�*�� ����
������

�	���*	�<	
��
��*�
�������
��������

�/��	�
���
��
 ��������������

�/���+

���:�

�	�=*��	���
/�����*	��
	�
���
�+
������*���+*�
�<	
 ��
��	���������>��#��
�=�����

�
/�$�������*�
������	<��
����������*���)
*������		 
��

� 
!�� ������� ����� �$�B�������$�/C�+���
�!�$�������!�����'$�.!�����������.��"����
�!�� "������������ ��� �!�� +��������� ��� �!��
$��%�"�/� ����� $"��#����/� ���� ��� �!�� �����&
����#�����$(������!�%���!���##������������
"������ #�����$� ������� �%��� ����� #������
�!�������!�%��$���"���/��������"����$���!��
��������� #��%����(� � 4�� ����� ���'$� .��!�
"����� %��"�$� .!�� ���� "�������+��� .��!�
$#��'���� ��� ������ ��� ����#$(� � )�� ���� ����
������$����#���$��"����"����$����D��!�����
�!��,�&"!���$�����!��6��"��$E��

����� 0�������	
��$��@G�$H�;$@�B���	
�

�����������I��������J���		��	�� �

�����'
����2
������$��@G�$BAG$A;;H��	
�

�����������
��������
�����J�**���* �

�����
!�����$���$����B��������������������C�

$���&�#�$!�������3����.$!�#� ���( �


